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 97.9 Halifax Information Radio
 Air Canada Jazz
 Airfire Telephone & Data Inc.
 Aliant Directory Services
 Aliant Inc.
 Atlantic Business Magazine
 Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency
 Atlantic Lottery Corporation
 CBS Outdoor
 CTV
 Cenex Inc.
 The Chronicle Herald
 Chum Radio
 Clearwater Fine Foods Inc.
 Colour 
 Corporate Research Associates
 Cox & Palmer

 Leading the Smart Growth of Greater Halifax
                    ... Investing in the success of our business community

 Credit Union Atlantic
 Cresco
 Cushman & Wakefield LePage
 Dalhousie University
 Deloitte
 Delta Hotels Barrington & Halifax
 Ergoworks Atlantic
 Export Development Canada
 Extreme Group
 Floors Plus
 Gerald Walsh Associates Inc.
 Global Maritimes
 The Globe and Mail
 Halifax International Airport Authority
 Halifax Marriott Harbourfront
 Halifax Port Authority
 Halifax Regional Municipality
 Helly Hansen Canada Ltd.

 ING Insurance Company of Canada
 IWK Health Centre
 Integrated People Solutions
 International Trade Canada
 Internet Solutions
 Ledgehill, The Corporate Learning Centre Inc.
 Linx Strategies
 MT&L Public Affairs Limited
 Manulife Financial
 Maple Trade Finance
 Metro Guide Publishing
 Mount Saint Vincent University
 NRC Institute for Marine Biosciences
 Newcap Radio / Kool 96.5
 News 95.7
 Nova Scotia Community College
 Nova Scotia Gaming Corporation
 Nova Scotia Power Inc., An Emera Company

 NovaScotian Crystal
 Ocean Resources
 Office Interiors
 Pattison Outdoor Advertising
 Progress
 Province of Nova Scotia
 Purdy’s Wharf / GWL Realty Advisors
 RBC Financial Group
 Robertson Surrette
 Saint Mary’s University
 Scotiabank
 ShiftCentral
 Stewart McKelvey
 Tiger Lily Coaching Services Inc.
 Trade Centre Limited
 Transcontinental Inc.
 The Westin Nova Scotian
 xwave

 AML Communications
 AVW-TELAV
 Advanced Systems
 Aecon Atlantic Group
 Agenda Managers Inc.
 Ashburn Golf Club
 Atlantic Digital Reproductions Inc.
 Atlantic Film Festival
 Black Business Initiative
 Bluteau DeVenney & Company
 Boyne Clarke
 Bristol
 Burgess Transfer & Storage Limited
 Business Development Bank of Canada
 CGI Group Inc.
 CIBC
 Clear Picture Corporation
 Colliers International (Atlantic) Inc.
 DownEast Communications

 EastPort Properties Limited
 Ernst & Young LLP
 ExxonMobil Canada
 Four Points by Sheraton Halifax
 Fraser & Hoyt Insurance Ltd.
 Grant Thornton LLP
 Halifax Business Parks
 Halifax Chamber of Commerce
 Halifax Mooseheads Hockey Club
 Homburg Canada Inc.
 Hoyt’s Moving & Storage Ltd.
 i.e. design inc.
 IT Interactive Services Inc.
 InNOVAcorp
 Jacques Whitford
 Junior Achievement of Nova Scotia
 Kim Squared incorporated
 KPMG LLP
 MacTara Limited

 Marener Industries
 MariNova Consulting Ltd.
 Maritime Digital Colour Inc.
 Maritime Travel
 Maritimes & Northeast Pipeline
 McInnes Cooper
 Medavie Blue Cross
 Membertou Corporate Division
 Municipal Group
 Neocon International
 Neptune Theatre
 Nova Scotia Business Inc.
 Nova Scotia Liquor Corporation
 NSCAD University
 PCL Constructors Canada Inc.
 Peapell & Associates / Supertemp
 Pier 21 Society
 The People Bank
 The Prince George Hotel

 Purolator Courier
 RCR Hospitality Group
 Sandler Sales Institute
 Scanwood Canada Limited
 Secunda Marine Services Limited
 The Shaw Group
 SolutionInc Limited
 Southwest Properties
 Symphony Nova Scotia
 TD Bank Financial Group
 Terrain Group Inc.
 Time & Space Media Limited
 UK 2 Nova Scotia
 WBLI Chartered Accountants
 Waterfront Development Corporation Limited
 Workers’ Compensation Board of Nova Scotia
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H
alifax is an international gate-
way to the world — and we
want to welcome the world to
our doorstep. 

The Port of Halifax is Canada’s third
largest container port, and Halifax Stan-
field International Airport is one of
Canada’s fastest growing airports. In
addition, Halifax is a major origin and
destination point in Atlantic Canada for
both rail and trucking. 

“With west coast North American
port congestion and the explosion of the
Chinese and Indian economies, Halifax
has a window of opportunity to take
action to immediately develop the Hali-
fax Gateway for the economic benefit
and social well-being of the regional and
national economies,” says Stephen
Dempsey, president and CEO of the
Greater Halifax Partnership.

Taking full advantage of that opportu-
nity will require concerted effort and a
shared vision. Both can be found in the
Halifax Gateway Council, established in
2004 to provide a forum for transporta-
tion stakeholders in the Halifax region
to work collectively on critical issues.
Its specific objectives are to improve
the competitiveness and efficiency of
the transportation of goods and people
through Halifax, and to promote aware-
ness of our strategic value proposition.

“The Halifax Gateway Council is
about seeing the bigger picture,” says
Karen Oldfield, chair of the council and
president and CEO of the Halifax Port
Authority. 

A critical launch initiative of the
Halifax Gateway Council was the devel-
opment of a Strategic Plan with a bold
new vision, and a detailed action plan to
achieve it. This plan is based on exten-

sive market research and industry anal-
ysis, a strategic assessment of the Hali-
fax Gateway, and consultations with
industry and government leaders at the
regional, provincial, and national levels. 

“The plan,” notes Jim Frost, executive
director of the Gateway Council, “con-
cludes that we can indeed become the
preferred eastern gateway in North
America.”

The city is certainly well positioned
for imports and exports. It is a prime
stopping point along the Great Circle
Route, which offers the shortest and
most effective courses for vessels en
route to or from New York as well as
other international destinations in-

cluding routings through the Suez Ca-
nal. Making the port even more attrac-
tive for shippers is the fact that it is the
only location on Canada’s East Coast
that can handle fully laden post-Pana-
max container vessels.

Halifax also boasts a seamless in-
termodal connection from ship to the
CN line into the heart of North America.
It makes Atlantic Canada an attractive
entry point to the whole continent.

The advantages offered by the Port of
Halifax and CN Rail are echoed in an-
other major transportation sector: air
travel. Halifax Stanfield International
Airport has more flights to more desti-
nations than any other airport in Atlan-

tic Canada, welcoming more than 3.4
million passengers each year. With the
best full-service passenger and air cargo
facilities, and the widest range of prices
and frequencies, Halifax Stanfield In-
ternational Airport is among the busiest
in the country. 

“Our goal is simply stated,” says Elea-
nor Humphries, President and CEO of
the Halifax International Airport Au-
thority, the airport’s operator. “We are
working to build the best airport in the
world.”

When all the assets are accumulated
they add up to unparalleled success —
and opportunity. The Halifax Gateway
accounts for roughly 12,000 direct jobs,

$477 million in direct wages, and an
annual average salary of more than
$43,500 per person a year — 32 per cent
higher than the Nova Scotia average. 

Success, of course, is tempered by
reality. And the reality is that Halifax
cannot rest on its laurels. Indeed, keep-
ing an eye on the future — and the road
to growth and development is a central
component of what the Halifax Gateway
Council does. It also dreams of what
can be. The vision set forth by the Coun-
cil is simple — and attainable: To be-
come North America’s preferred eastern
gateway for the economic and social
benefit of Atlantic Canada.

“In order to become North America’s
preferred eastern gateway, the Halifax
region’s transportation system must
offer superior connections, at better
prices, and with higher service quality
than other gateways,” says Ms. Oldfield.

In particular, four issues must be
addressed: market development; in-
frastructure development and funding;
economic and industrial development;
and government policy. The key pri-
orities identified by the Halifax Gateway
Council include growing Halifax’s trans-
load and logistics sector, obtaining
federal government commitment to
support the Halifax Gateway; building a
common-use air cargo facility at Halifax
Stanfield International Airport; and
upgrading the infrastructure at the
port’s container terminals as well as
securing Halifax’s position as a cruise
homeport for small to medium sized
vessels.

One of Nova Scotia’s fundamental
strengths has always been its geog-
raphy. 

“We are a vital transportation hub,”
says Mr. Dempsey. “It’s a role we play
with pride — and one we intend to play
on the international stage with even
greater intensity.”

Halifax: gateway to the world
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Halifax boasts a seamless intermodal connection from ship to the CN line into the heart of North America.
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